
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 16, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 16, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; 
Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Erin Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Jessica Sidhu, Kim Fox, 
Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, Larry Jensen, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, 
Ryan Dales, Bonnie Dales, Audrey Taylor, William Blunt, Connie Munsey, Bill 
Swanson, Mark Semrau, Aaron Weinberg, Skagit Valley Herald, and Mike Newman; 
District Employees:  including Larry Saunders, Chris Shaff, Mike Demers, Kerry Ness, 
Kurt VanBurkleo, Cathy Langlow, and Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 16, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 02/09/16 as corrected 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2662 - Voucher Nos. 5532-5589 ($264,710.81) 02/16/16 
c. Project Approval – Heritage Flight Museum Fire Line (Burlington Rural) 

The motion passed. 

Curt Tronsdal asked to comment on the Heritage Flight Museum, which has been moved from 
the Port of Skagit County to the Skagit Regional Airport.  He stated that on May 14 the 1968 
crew of Apollo 8 will be together at the museum and extended an invitation to the Commission 
to attend.  Commissioner Littlefield asked about the time; Mr. Tronsdal replied he would bring 
the information to the next meeting. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 

• Crews have been working on wrapping up the Discovery Drive, Peterson Road to 
Gailee Drive, & Gull Drive, Gailee Drive to Maple Crest Drive project.  This 
week crews will complete the tie-ins and service connections to the new line and 
will also be working on setting the fill stations.  Next week crews, depending on 
weather, will work on surface restoration of the Discovery Drive pipe replacement 
project and transition to the next pipe replacement project, which is the Ball Road 
project. 

• The Contractor has set and placed the 24 and 36-inch valves and meter vault for 
the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby Road Pipeline Phase-I project.  The 
36-inch line has already been returned to service and the 24-inch line is expected 
to be returned to service this week.  The contractor will then begin working on the 
18-inch branch line and meter.   

• The Bulk Water Filling Stations are planned to be set this week.  The fill station 
representative is on site to assist in startup and train staff on operation and 
maintenance.  Discussion ensued regarding various issued associated with fill 
station operation. 

Commissioner Littlefield asked about construction of the new jail and waterline work; 
Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied yes, the project required waterline work 
and services. 



IT Manager Chrysler reported that the Cayenta database has been restored to what was 
requested by Cayenta regarding replication of the production data to test systems.  Update 
of Cognos reporting software is scheduled for the week of March 13 or 20.  A meeting 
with the software project manager is scheduled for tomorrow regarding establishment of 
tasks and working toward a schedule. 

Operations Manager Fox reported that the reservoir level is up and the District has passed 
the 3-year mark on the Guemes pump.  Commissioner Cook asked if the water quality is 
good; Operations Manager Fox replied yes, the reservoir gained two feet with good 
quality water from the streams. 

Commissioner Littlefield asked how online bill payment is going; Community Relations 
Manager Tate replied it is working well and staff will be having weekly meetings with 
Paymentus before going live with NorthStar in March.  He also reported that 45 rain 
barrels have been purchased and the Meter Crew is now constructing the barrels. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that she received information from 
Commissioner Robertson regarding three new executive search firms.  Commissioner 
Littlefield stated they would be discussed in executive session next week.  HR Manager 
White also reported that staff is on track for the Auditor as well and interviews are 
scheduled for next week.   

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a draft policy regarding short-
term and long-term solutions for Skagit crop irrigation for Commission review.  He stated 
that Attorney Mortimer has indicated that the District may have until May to work out a 
decision.  Interim Manager Sidhu reported that Brandon Roozen, Executive Director of 
the Western Washington Agriculture Association contacted him and has requested a 
meeting to discuss issue and points on February 29, to make sure that time and energy 
expended will be right for all involved.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of 
the proposed policy which will be discussed again at the meeting of March 1 and Mr. 
Roozen will be invited to attend. 

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a draft policy regarding bulk 
water fill stations for Commission review.  He stated that the vendor is on site this week.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the proposed policy. Staff continues work 
on payment and rates and is looking at all the numbers to determine cost and payment 
options and rates.  Interim Manager Sidhu reminded the Commission that the primary 
reason for installation of the fill stations is that hydrant meters are stressing the Alger 
system, subject the District to theft of water, and provide the potential for cross 
contamination of the water system.  He stated that the fill stations provide a great value to 
protect the water system and this value cannot be quantified in dollars.  He stated that 
staff is trying to do as much as possible by February 29 to meet the project completion 
goal set by the Department of Ecology. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Work Order No. 014 (Routing, 
Preliminary Design and Permitting of Judy Reservoir to Mount Vernon Water 
Transmission Pipeline Project Phase 2) with HDR Engineering under their Agreement for 
Professional Services and requested approval and authorization to execute said Work 
Order.  Discussion ensued regarding the scope of services and tasks under the proposed 
work order.  Commissioner Robertson moved to authorize Interim Manager Sidhu to 
enter into Work Order No. 014 with HDR on behalf of the District.  Commissioner 
Littlefield asked what happens if HDR was to default; Attorney Gilbert replied that the 
District would only pay for tasks completed and could recoup what was not completed.  
Commissioner Robertson restated his motion.  The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission has a copy of 
an article from the Skagit Valley Herald regarding drafting of policy for water rights 
transfer to farmers. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Tronsdal commented on the use of local firms with 
regard to contract work, questioned the location of the fill stations and the improvement 
over existing standpipes which can freeze in the winter, and expressed appreciation for 
the work being done by the District regarding irrigation issues. 



Ryan Dales read aloud a memo sent by Interim Manager Sidhu to Vanessa Dales 
regarding non-compliance issues during her disability leave.  Commissioner Cook made 
various comments regarding the email and expressed concern that he was not told by 
Treasurer Dales that she would not be available while on disability leave and about whom 
to contact; Interim Manager Sidhu replied that Commissioner Cook should contact him if 
has questions and he would put him in touch with the person to assist him.  Attorney 
Gilbert stated that the District is following the standard used for all employees on 
disability leave.   

Audrey Taylor asked if Vanessa is still the CFO; Interim Manager Sidhu replied yes, as 
far as he knows.  She asked what Mr. Sidhu’s agenda was by eliminating contact with 
Vanessa for three weeks; Interim Manager Sidhu replied the District is following 
procedures pursuant to her doctors’ orders.  Ms. Taylor asked if the doctor said no typing; 
Attorney Gilbert replied that the District is under no compulsion to answer, as the orders 
from her doctor are very clear.  Ms. Taylor stated that was fine as long as her comments 
are in the record and that she smells an agenda.  Ms. Taylor stated she looked up Interim 
Manager Sidhu on Linked In and noted he worked for HDR and asked how they were 
selected for the project; Interim Manager Sidhu replied that Requests for Qualifications 
are advertised, submissions are reviewed, scored and ranked by staff, the list is narrowed 
to the two top firms which are then interviewed and a selection is made.  Ms. Taylor 
stated she did not have a problem with that. 

Mr. Tronsdal encouraged staff to get along; Commissioner Littlefield replied that things 
are running smoothly and commented on the size and importance of the Judy 
Transmission Line Project.  Mr. Tronsdal stated he thinks Interim Manager Sidhu is 
doing a great job.  

Bill Blunt, Lyman, asked that the Commission keep in mind that they still don’t have 
water upstream. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated he is very disappointed in 
what he sees that the Commission is dysfunctional, the staff is dysfunctional and in his 
opinion Vanessa is being penalized for responding to him regarding the budget. 

Commissioner Robertson stated his disagreement with Commissioner Cook’s comments, 
as he does not believe the Commission nor the staff is dysfunctional, everyone is working 
and the District is serving good water.  Commissioner Robertson presented a legislative 
update regarding water related bills, including SB6179 (water banking) and others. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 16, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:51 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


